Mzungu! Mzungu!

Mzungu (plural Wazungu} iz a Swahili
word which Iierally tranzlated means
“szomeons who roame around aimlessly™.
The term was firet uesed in the African
Great Lakes region to describe Eurcpaan
axplorerz in the 18th century, apparsntly
at a result of their tendency to get lost
in their wanderings in Africa. The term
iz more gensrally used now to mean
White Man in the more remots parts of
Tanzania. Thears iz no malice involeed, in
fact veually a beaming zmike and a wave
or @ handshaks. There are even T-zhirtz

at the ainport f you want to proclaim your
Mzungu =tatus.

{1} The Wazungu in this caze were myzsli and
8 kalianz and it becamsa a regular gresting as
we drove along dried wp river beds to reach
remate  communitiss.  Maurizie  Franzoso
and his brother Faderico who both work for
Sun Chemical in kaly, had invited me to poin
their group visiting the Consolata Mission n
the Mororngore region of Tanzania o assat
at some of the nurssnss in the arsa undsr
the Missions reaponsibility. | offersd to teach
Emglizh for the 3 wesks we wars there at the
Kazanga Primary school which had besn
donated to the govermnmment by the mission a
few years prewiously.

After an eventiul pumsy from Heathrow
to Frankfurt to Turm to lstanbul to Dar es
Salaam we amived to find Turkish Arlnes had
managed ta loss our entine luggags inchuding
the teaching matsrial | hod preparsd. We
arrved at 2.30 am and by the tme we had
filled out our lost luggage forms along with
40 others our driver had been waiting a long
tim=. So long in fact, that he fell azlesp on the
joumsy back and drove off the motonaay at
50 mph down an embankment and wedgsd
us in & ditch. After being dug out for a fes by
the locals, a few running repairs 1o various
cuts and burmps and the obligatory bribs fo
the fraffic polics we continued with a lot leas
glzas in the windows than we starbed with.

Bsafore straight line borders were imposad,
thiz part of northem Tanzania and southsm
Kenya was Masa ternitony and =il is to soms
axtent They wens a regular feature in ther
purpks robes with their cafle and goats on
our daily jaunts info the bush. i ssemad thear
integration o modemn He was complets
when | zaw them in Mazai raditional dress in

the Forex gusus i the bank on thair mobila
phones. (2) The Masai caftle markst was a
zight to bahold and we managsd 1o get a goat
and @ bull for a vary rsazonable prica. (3)

We had enough materal to entertanm the
mursary children and tsach soms English
untll our luggags amved in dribs and drabs
ovar the next week. Maurizio, who has many
years' sxpansnce of Africa thought it would
e best i he came with me o tesch at the
achool. It was a good job he did. This had
become o very popular school with the oldest
pupiles now reaching year 7 e 12 to 13
years old. The 7 classrooms now house TOO
children! (4} The whole school was brought
out to mest the ‘Englisgh teachers” and we
miroduced ourselves. The first leszon was

with yaear 5 and there were 85 childrsn. Tha
teacher staysd with us for a whils but when
e realzed that we meant busnsas he adted

atage left. We did our bast but | think the first
k=ezon was mors Mr. Bean than Mr. Ghips. (5)
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Wa hastily revized our plans for the following
days and year § received our very latest
temching methods. Then i was the older
childran in year 7 and we felt we wars getting
into the awing. Both classes had ower G0
childran and whean things started o gst out of
hand teaching them a scng got things back on
track. We bagan to gat the fesling that we had
besn pushsad in at the shallow and and that
the towgh stulf was to come - years 4 down to
1. Wia wara night. Teachers started to haatily
pack up &= we arrived and ofier sympathstic
smilss as they keft. Emergency songs wens
prowing insufficient; dancing was sddsd o
our armory. Song and dance wers proving o
be our waeapone of mass distraction. it was
all building up to year 1 — the new childran
mcathy 5 and 6 years old. The day amived,
wes mever sven =aw the tsacher but we did
oo o refreating cloud of dust that appsarasd
to be hystencally laughing. 130 children on
average — it was a rapidly changing figure.
Ability ranged from thoss that didn't own a
pencil or book to those that could copy off the
board and fill in mizzing words by themsshves.
[t was mone crowd control than teaching but it
was the most snthusisstic rendition of Heads,
Shoulders, Kness and Toss we had achisvsd
&0 fmr
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& Sputh Korsan charty had recently built
and stafied & kitchen building (1 young lady).
(G) They also contributed 1000 Teh {20p)
par month for sach child to gst a bowl of
rice and a warm drink each day bebasan 10
and 10.20. i often didn atretch and it was
heartbraaking to === the children at the snd
of the gqusus asking other children for some
food. Wi wans told that for many children this
may be the only meal of the day

Mawrizio’s group liks to taks on and complets
a propact in the 12 montha following their
vigita. They commit up to <5000 which

Continued on mext page...
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Mzungu! Mzungu! continued

they will raise over the next year through
fundraising events in Italy. The nursery
school at Kasanga houses 120 under 5's and
desperately needs another building which
can be used as a dining room and classroom.
(7) We had some rudimentary plans drawn
and costed at €10,000. The mission agreed
to fund the other 50%. The Sun Chemical
UK Publications Division had generously
donated £250 to a project of my choice and |
was very happy to be able to add to this and
give the project enough of a kitty to get it off
the ground. (8)
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The time spent with this school was very
rewarding and | know we learnt more than
the children did. Hopefully they will remember
some of it even if it is only the songs. The
only way these children’s prospects have any
chance of improving is through education and
improved health care. | hope we played a very
small part in this development. There have
been 2 Chrstian and 2 Muslim presidents
of the country since formation in 1964. The
classes were a completely integrated mix
of Muslim, Christian and traditional religion
boys and girls who studied, played, shared
and sometimes fought without any sense of
difference or segregation. (9) This seemed
to be the case throughout the Morogoro
and coastal region of Tanzania which was
predominantly Muslim. If only all countries
could follow this example. | hope It can
continue.

Kevin Corbett
Senior Technical Support Manager
(Flexonews)
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